
 UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
 

HUNTER INNOVATIONS COMPANY, : 
3310 North Vernon Street   : 
Arlington, VA 22207-4468   : 
      : 

Plaintiff,   : 
: 

v.      : Case No.  
: Judge: 

THE TRAVELERS INDEMNITY  : Deck Type: Contract 
COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT,  : 
AKA/DBA THE TRAVELERS  :  
INDEMNITY COMPANY   : 
AKA/DBA THE TRAVELERS GROUP : 
AKA/DBA ST. PAUL TRAVELERS : 
One Tower Square    : JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 
Hartford, CT 06183    : 
      : 
Serve:      : 
RUST INSURANCE AGENCY, LLC : 
910 17TH Street, NW    : 
9th Floor     : 
Washington, DC 20006   : 
      : 
 And     : 
      : 
STEPHEN BRADY,    : 
111 Schilling Road    : 
Hunt Valley, MD 21031   : 
      : 

Defendants.   : 
 
 

COMPLAINT 
 

Plaintiff, Hunter Innovations Company (“HIC”), by and through its attorneys, 

brings this action for breach of contract, quantum meruit, unjust enrichment and fraud 

against defendants, The Travelers Indemnity Company of Connecticut (“Travelers”) and 

Stephen Brady (“Brady”).  In support thereof, plaintiff states that this action arises out of 
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repairs and/or refurbishments made to historical real property located in the District of 

Columbia.   

PARTIES AND JURISDICTION 
 

1. Plaintiff HIC is a Virginia business, which repairs, improves and/or 

refurbishes historical real properties, and is located at 3310 North Vernon Street 

Arlington, VA 22207-4468.  

2. Travelers, also known as, doing business as, or subsidiary of, The 

Travelers Indemnity Company, The Travelers Group and St. Paul Travelers, is a 

nationwide insurance company with its principal place of business located at One Tower 

Square Hartford, CT 06183.  Travelers does business in the District of Columbia, but 

upon information and belief has no registered agent in the District of Columbia. 

3. Brady is an adult individual residing in the State of Maryland, is a 

Technical Specialist in Property Claim Services for Travelers, and upon information and 

belief has a business address located at 111 Schilling Road, Hunt Valley, Maryland 

21031. 

4. The events giving rise to this action occurred in the District of Columbia, 

and this Court has jurisdiction over the parties and this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 

1332 and D.C. Code § 13-423. 

FACTS 
 

5. Upon information and belief, Travelers insured historical real property 

located at 1916 18th Street, NW, Washington, DC (hereinafter referred to as the “subject 

property”), pursuant to its Commercial Policy Number 432J0290. 
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6. On December 12, 2003, Brady and Travelers called HIC to offer a time-

and-materials contract to make certain repairs and/or refurbishments to the subject 

property; a contract was then sent by facsimile.    

7. Under the terms of the contract, HIC would be paid for its costs of time 

and material with an additional payment of “10% profit and 15% overhead on your total 

time and material costs.”  See Exhibit 1.  The contract stated further “[a]t this time, we 

have advance [sic] $15,000 to the insured in order to get the project going.”  Id.  HIC 

accepted the terms of this contract by rendering and completing performance.   

8. On or about March 7, 2004, HIC wrote Brady and Travelers, and stated, 

inter alia, that HIC had exceeded One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) in costs 

to date.  A few days later, Brady and Travelers inspected the repair site with HIC, and 

HIC advised them that the cost of completion would be approximately $320,000.00.  

Shortly thereafter, on or about March 25, 2004, HIC provided the written details to Brady 

and Travelers of all work required to complete the repairs and improvements to the 

subject property; and itemized the total cost of completion, exclusive of profit and 

overhead, as approximately Three Hundred Twenty Thousand Dollars ($320,000.00).   

9. Thereafter, Travelers and Brady repeatedly represented to HIC that HIC 

would be paid its costs.  Travelers and Brady also repeatedly represented to HIC that HIC 

would be paid in full in accordance with the terms of the agreed-upon written contract.  

These repeated representations were made with the intent to ensure that HIC completed 

performance, which HIC did.  However, these representations by Travelers and Brady 

were knowingly false when made. 

Case 1:08-cv-00671-PLF     Document 1      Filed 04/17/2008     Page 3 of 8



 
 4 

10. On or about June 17, 2004, Brady and Travelers then wrote HIC and 

stated that no more cost advances would be issued until the total job costs were 

submitted.  Brady and Travelers sent HIC identical form letters through November 14, 

2004.  

11. In September 2004, and again in December 2004, HIC provided a written 

Final Statement to Brady and Travelers, which reflected total job costs.  HIC’s Final 

Statement reflected that the total costs of completion HIC had paid were Three Hundred 

Eighteen Thousand Five Hundred Fifty-Five and 12/100 Dollars ($318,555.12).  HIC’s 

Final Statement reflected further that with 15% overhead and 10% profit, less three (3) 

advanced payments Travelers made, which had been negotiated to HIC, Travelers owed 

HIC Three Hundred and Three Thousand One Hundred Ninety-Three and 88/100 Dollars 

($303,193.88) related to completing the contract.   

12. HIC completed performance of the written contract within one (1) year 

from acceptance of the contract. 

13. On April 18, 2005, Brady and Travelers wrote the owner of the subject 

property, sending a copy to HIC at an incorrect address, and advised that, contrary to 

HIC’s Final Statement, the cost of completion was only Two Hundred Ten Thousand 

Two Hundred Fourteen and 21/100 Dollars ($210,214.21).  Brady and Travelers stated 

further that less advances previously made, a “final check” in the amount of One 

Hundred Fourteen Thousand Two Hundred Fourteen and 21/100 Dollars ($114,214.21) 

would be issued under separate cover.  Given the incorrect mailing address, HIC did not 

learn of this letter until months later. 

Case 1:08-cv-00671-PLF     Document 1      Filed 04/17/2008     Page 4 of 8



 
 5 

14. On June 22, 2005, Travelers made and issued the supposed “final check,” 

which eventually was negotiated to HIC.  After crediting the supposed “final check” from 

Travelers, HIC is still owed One Hundred Eighty-Nine Thousand One Hundred Ninety-

Three and 88/100 Dollars ($189,193.88).  Despite demand, Travelers has stated that it 

will not pay HIC the remaining amount owed. 

 COUNT I 
 (Breach of Contract -Travelers) 

15. Plaintiff re-alleges the facts contained in paragraphs 1 through 14 of the 

Complaint as if stated verbatim herein. 

16. There was a written contract between HIC and Travelers. 

17. Travelers breached this contract in that there was an unjustified failure by 

Travelers to perform what was promised in the contract, which has entitled HIC to 

damages, including incidental and consequential damages. 

WHEREFORE, given the above good and valid reasons, plaintiff Hunter 

Innovations Company demands judgment against defendant The Travelers Indemnity 

Company of Connecticut in the amount of One Hundred Eighty-Nine Thousand One 

Hundred Ninety-Three and 88/100 Dollars ($189,193.88) in compensatory damages; 

incidental and consequential damages; costs incurred in bringing this action; all 

prejudgment interest to which plaintiff may be entitled; and any other such relief as is 

deemed appropriate. 

COUNT II 
(Quantum Meruit – Travelers) 

 
18. Plaintiff re-alleges the facts contained in paragraphs 1 through 17 of the 
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Complaint as if stated verbatim herein. 

19. Valuable services were rendered by HIC. 

20. Travelers, from whom recovery is sought, received these valuable 

services.  

21. Travelers has accepted and enjoyed these valuable services. 

22. There existed circumstances which reasonably notified Travelers that 

HIC, in performing such services, expected to be paid. 

WHEREFORE, given the above good and valid reasons, plaintiff Hunter 

Innovations Company demands judgment against defendant The Travelers Indemnity 

Company of Connecticut in the amount of One Hundred Eighty-Nine Thousand One 

Hundred Ninety-Three and 88/100 Dollars ($189,193.88) in compensatory damages; 

incidental and consequential damages; costs incurred in bringing this action; all 

prejudgment interest to which plaintiff may be entitled; and any other such relief as is 

deemed appropriate. 

COUNT III 
(Unjust enrichment – Travelers) 

 
23. Plaintiff re-alleges the facts contained in paragraphs 1 through 22 of the 

Complaint as if stated verbatim herein. 

24. Valuable services were rendered by HIC. 

25. Travelers, from whom recovery is sought, received these valuable 

services.  

26. Travelers has accepted and enjoyed these valuable services. 

27. There existed circumstances which reasonably notified Travelers that 
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HIC, in performing such services, expected to be paid. 

28. It would be unjust for Travelers to retain that benefit. 

WHEREFORE, given the above good and valid reasons, plaintiff Hunter 

Innovations Company demands judgment against defendant The Travelers Indemnity 

Company of Connecticut in the amount of One Hundred Eighty-Nine Thousand One 

Hundred Ninety-Three and 88/100 Dollars ($189,193.88) in compensatory damages; 

incidental and consequential damages; costs incurred in bringing this action; all 

prejudgment interest to which plaintiff may be entitled; and any other such relief as is 

deemed appropriate. 

COUNT IV 
(Fraud- Travelers and Brady) 

 
29. Plaintiff repeats and re-alleges each and every allegation set forth in 

paragraphs 1 through 30 of the Complaint as if stated verbatim herein. 

30. As described above and at all times material herein, Travelers and Brady 

made false representations to HIC in reference to material facts. 

31. As described above and at all times material herein, Travelers and Brady 

knew of the falsity of these representations when made. 

32. As described above and at all times material herein, Travelers and Brady 

made these representations with the intent to deceive HIC. 

33. As described above and at all times material herein, HIC took action in 

reliance upon these representations.  

WHEREFORE, given the above good and valid reasons, plaintiff Hunter 

Innovations Company demands judgment against defendants, The Travelers Indemnity 
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Company of Connecticut and Stephen Brady, jointly and severally, in the amount of One 

Hundred Eighty-Nine Thousand One Hundred Ninety-Three and 88/100 Dollars 

($189,193.88) in compensatory damages; One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) in 

punitive damages; costs incurred in bringing this action; all prejudgment interest to which 

plaintiff may be entitled; and any other such relief as is deemed appropriate. 

    HUNTER INNOVATIONS COMPANY 
 
 
 

By:_/s/ James Hunter________________ 
 James Hunter, President 
 
 
 
__/s/ Geoffrey M. Bohn______________ 
Geoffrey M. Bohn (D.C. Bar # 463248) 
Robert A. Battey (D.C. Bar #463978)  
BOHN & KOURETAS, PLC 
P.O. Box 17811 
Arlington, VA 22216 
(703) 599-7076 
(703) 842-8089 (Fax) 
 
Attorney for Hunter Innovations Company 
 

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

A trial by jury on all issues of fact is requested. 
 
 
 
 

__/s/ Geoffrey M. Bohn________________ 
Geoffrey M. Bohn 
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